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Course Title:
Course Number:
Credit Hours:
Professor(s)/
Instructor(s):
Trimester:
Course Description:
Explores current issues and trends in education. Emphasizes
structural, empirical, and decision-making processes in the schools.
Course Rationale:
This course is about the ethos of graduate study; therefore, course
expectations include analytical thinking and critical writing,
resulting in proposing and evaluating alternative solutions to
identified issues and problems. Organizational structure and topics
covered will remain flexible and will be responsive to the dynamics of
analysis and discussion.
Required Text:
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th
edition.
Instructional Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. demonstrate fluent production of professionally acceptable writ
ing;
2. demonstrate ability to use professionally acceptable techniques in
analyzing and critiquing research and scholarship in education.
3. articulate the substance of current educational issues and trends;
4. demonstrate ability to frame problems, search for and evaluate
relevant information, using the latest technology for data
retrieval;
5. propose and evaluate alternative solutions to current educational
problems.
NOTE: The instructors may change the requirements of the organiza
tional structure and expectations when, in their judgement,
doing so will provide a better educational experience.
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Tentative Outline
January 22, 1996 - Introduction and Orientation
THE TOPIC FOR THIS BLOCK OF TIME IS "FAMILIES AND THE SCHOOLS."
January 29, 1996 - Review of the article by David Elkin, "School and
family in the Postmodern World."
Writing assignment: To what extent should schools
be responsible for rearing children?
ERIC search, the Internet, and other research
tools. (Both classes will meet at Governors State
University.)
-HOLIDAY
- Guest speaker: Ken Keller
Topic: "Historical Responses to 'Lost' Children"
Writing assignment: How should we respond when
parents fail to provide a suitable environment for
their children?
NOTE: An analysis and critique of the Elkin
article is due on this date (3-5 pages in
length).
February 26/ 1996 - Guest speaker: Mary Arnold
Topic: "Tensions Between Schools and Families"
Writing assignment: Can the apparent incompatibi
lities between families and schools be overcome?
THE TOPIC FOR THIS BLOCK OF TIME IS "CULTURE AND THE SCHOOLS."
March 4, 1996 - A debate and critique on the proposition regarding
orphanages. Four members of Dr. Freeman's class
will debate this proposition; five or six members
of Professor Desmond's class will provide a
critique.
February 5, 1996 -
February 12, 1996
February 19, 1996
March 11, 1996
March 18, 1996
Introduction to Culture and the Schools
Guest speaker: Mike Mangan
Writing assignment: How should schools respond to
the diverse cultures in our society?
Debate: Should English be the Official Language
of the United States?
Four members of Professor Desmond's class will
debate the issue and five members of Dr. Freeman's
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class will provide the critique.
Writing assignment: To what extent should public
schools promote linguistic and cultural diversity?
THE TOPIC FOR THIS BLOCK OF TIME IS "SCHOOL REFORM AND GOALS 2000."
March 25, 1996 - Overview of school reform in the state of Illinois
and the status of GOALS 2000.
Writing assignment: Select one of the goals and
support your position on that goal.
NOTE: A major paper on the role of culture in the
schools or on home schooling is due on this
date (7-8 pages in length).
April 1, 1996 - The issue of National Standards
Writing assignment: Argue for or against the
adoption of National Standards.
THE TOPIC FOR THIS BLOCK OF TIME IS "ASSESSMENT."
April 8, 1996 - Assessing our school's performance
Writing assignment: How do we determine if a
school is "good," "fair," or "poor"?
April 15, 1996 - Assessing our student's performance
Writing assignment: Is authentic assessment a
viable approach to evaluation? (10 pages)
April 22, 1996 - Debate: Propositon regarding GOALS 2000
Dr. Freeman's class will debate and Professor
Desmond's class will critique.
Debate: Propositon regarding assessing students
and/or schools
Professor Desmond's class will debate and Dr.
Freeman's class will critique.
Evaluation;
IN CLASS WRITTEN RESPONSES (80 points)
Students must present 8 responses written in class. Each response is
worth 10 points. These reponses are to be submitted at the end of the
class session. Each week 25% of the papers will be randomly selected
by the instructor for review. These papers will be rated as
acceptable or unacceptable. A paper found unacceptable will receive
no points.
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Papers (160 points)
1. Critique of Elkind article (40 points)
2. Paper on school and culture, school and language, OR home
schooling (60 points)
3. Paper on topic of student's choice (60 points)
Debates (40 points)
Grading Scale: 260-300 = A
240-259 = B
220-239 = C
219 and below = F
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